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Environmental Justice and Just Transition Work Group 
November 1, 2017 
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
Hearing Room 50 State Capitol (ground level) 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

• Welcome and Introductions 

• Work Group Discussion of Policy Questions 

• Public Comment  

• Next Steps 

• Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

This meeting will be livestreamed. You may access the livestream at: 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/Legislative-Video.aspx. You may also 

participate in this meeting by teleconference by calling 1--877-848-7030, meeting # 7714152. 

 

Meeting materials are posted at: https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/helm/Pages/ejjt.aspx. 

 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/Legislative-Video.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/helm/Pages/ejjt.aspx




























Clean Energy Jobs Workgroup: Environmental Justice and Just Transition
Sub-Committee: Climate Investments 
Recommended Language/Changes to Climate Investments 
November 1, 2017 

!!

b. Ensure financial and technical resources to under-resourced jurisdictions to develop, with
required coordination and planning with local impacted communities, climate action and climate 
resilience plans, which provide economic, environmental and social benefit to most impacted 
communities.1 
c. Identify a lead state agency and funding sources for inclusive planning process to mitigate
transition losses for workers and communities potentially impacted by industrial decline due to 
climate policy. 

5) Proceeds can be distributed through both grant based programs and automatic allocation (such as to
affordable housing next to low-carbon transit). 

a.Where Native American populations on a reservation or tribal trust lands of a federally
recognized tribe in Oregon qualify for program proceeds, that tribal government will administer 
proceeds. 

1  See:  http://sgc.ca.gov/Grant-­Programs/Transformative-­Climate-­Communities-­Program.html  
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Committee Structure Proposal: Rulemaking & Oversight 

1. Intro.
Committee Structure subgroup members met on October 30th to review/revise the latest committee structure 
content1. Our intent was to balance transparency, inclusivity and accountability goals with a need to simplify the 
committee structure presented in the bill.  

2. Goals.
Committee members expressed a clear consensus that environmental justice and impacted communities should 
have a strong role in the implementation of the Clean Energy Jobs program, including rulemaking and oversight 
processes. Further, they recognized that impacted communities will require disproportionate representation on 
Clean Energy Jobs committees because these communities -- unlike industry, large nonprofit organizations, and 
utilities -- have little capacity to engage agency staff and decision-makers on a routine basis.   

3. Proposal.
The State of Oregon has an Environmental Justice Task Force (EJ Task Force)2. The EJ Task Force should play a 
significant role in in the implementation of the Clean Energy Jobs program, including rulemaking and oversight 
processes. By utilizing and strengthening this existing, state-level environmental justice infrastructure, the 
program can support transparent, inclusive and accountable decision-making. Further, EJ Task Force’s 
heightened involvement offers an opportunity to simplify the committee structure. If EJ Task Force members 
have a meaningful role in nominating individuals to serve on Climate Investments Grant Program’s grant 
committee (Section 16), it can lessen the need for the bill to specifically identify this grant committee’s 
membership. 

1 Participants included Rep. Diego Hernandez, Rep. Pam Marsh, Jack Dempsy (Renew Oregon), Jana Gastellum (Oregon 
Environmental Council), Brendan Haggerty (Multnomah County), Alan Hipólito (Verde), Shilpa Joshi (Renew Oregon), Keith 
Keuny (CAPO), Dylan Kruse (Sustainable Northwest), Oriana Magnera (NW Energy Coalition), Raul Preciado Mendez (Latino 
Network), Nolan Pleŝe (Office of Rep. Pam Marsh), Akash Singh (Neighbors for Clean Air).  
2 Per Senate Bill 420, Section 3, the Environmental Justice Task Force shall: Advise the Governor on environmental justice 
issues; Advise natural resource agencies on environmental justice issues, including community concerns and public 
participation processes; Identify, in cooperation with natural resource agencies, minority and low-income communities that 
may be affected by environmental decisions made by the agencies; Meet with environmental justice communities and 
make recommendations to the Governor regarding concerns raised by these communities; and, Define environmental 
justice issues in the state. 
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4. Bill Edits.
Subgroup members propose combining Section 7 with Section 8 to establish a single Greenhouse Gas Cap and 
Investment Program Oversight Committee. Seven of the Program Oversight Committee’s sixteen members are 
from the EJ Task Force. DEQ will consult with the Program Oversight Committee in rulemaking and in project 
implementation, including nominating individuals to serve on the Climate Investments Grant Program’s grant 
committee. The revised Section 7 begins: 

(1) In adopting rules as required by sections 10, 11, 12 and 16 of this 2017 Act, the Environmental Quality Commission shall consult with
the Greenhouse Gas Cap and Investment Program Oversight Committee, the Environmental Justice Task Force, Indian tribes, the Public
Utility Commission, the State Department of Energy, the Department of Transportation and other interested state and federal agencies.

(2) The Greenhouse Gas Cap and Investment Program Oversight Committee is created. The committee consists of sixteen members as
follows:
(a) The President of the Senate shall appoint one member from among the members of the Senate.
(b) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint one member from among the members of the House of Representatives.
(c) The Governor shall appoint:

(A) Seven members of the EJTF; and
(B) One member who represents the office of the Governor;
(C) One member who represents impacted communities;
(D) One member who represents the interests of labor organizations;
(E) One member who represents environmental organizations;
(F) One member who represents covered entities;
(G) One member with expertise in climate science; and
(H) One member who represents the interests of business sectors impacted by climate change.

Members of the Committee appointed by the Governor shall reflect the geographic and demographic diversity of this state, and who have 
the qualifications deemed necessary by the Governor to advise the Environmental Quality Commission on the diversity of interests relating 
to efforts by the state to limit greenhouse gas emissions consistent with section 4 of this 2017 Act, with a preference in making 
appointments given to individuals who can represent the interests of multiple constituencies. 

5. Next Steps/To be Determined.
• Additional capacities needed for Program Oversight Committee (e.g., natural resource intensive

communities)?

• Program Oversight Committee role for other/all funds disbursed through the program?
o Utility/PUC grant program?
o Transportation/ODOT grant program?

• Program Oversight Committee vis-à-vis the Climate Investments in Impacted Communities Advisory
Committee (Section 17)
o Does the Oversight Committee nominate the Impacted Communities Advisory Committee?
o Is the Impacted Communities Advisory Committee still needed/what is its role?

• Fee authority to help resource the EJ Task Force so it is able to play a stronger role in rulemaking and
implementation?
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Information: State of Oregon Environmental Justice Task Force  
 

1. Introduction.  
The State of Oregon has an Environmental Justice Task Force (EJTF). By utilizing and strengthening this existing, 
state-level environmental justice infrastructure, the cap & invest program can support transparent, equitable 
and accountable program decision-making. 
 
2. Environmental Justice Task Force Details.  
a. Enabling Legislation. 2007 Senate Bill 420, introduced by Senator Avel Gordly, established the EJTF. 

Additional framework was set by ORS 182.535-182.550. 

b. Charge. Per Senate Bill 420, Section 3, the Environmental Justice Task Force shall: 
(1) Advise the Governor on environmental justice issues; 
(2) Advise natural resource agencies on environmental justice issues, including community concerns and 

public participation processes; 
(3) Identify, in cooperation with natural resource agencies, minority and low-income communities that may 

be affected by environmental decisions made by the agencies; 
(4) Meet with environmental justice communities and make recommendations to the Governor regarding 

concerns raised by these communities; and 
(5) Define environmental justice issues in the state 

c. Covered Agencies. All “Natural Resource Agencies” (per ORS 182.535): Department of Environmental 
Quality; Department of Agriculture, Water Resources Department, Department of Fish and Wildlife, Forestry 
Department, Department of State Lands, Department of Education, Department of Geology and Mineral 
Industries, Department of Land Conservation and Development, State Marine Board, Public Utility 
Commission, Department of Transportation, State Fire Marshal, Oregon Health Authority 

d. Resources/Staffing. The Task Force is supported by the Governor's Natural Resource Office, including 
administrative support for minutes, website maintenance and updates, and for coordinating locations and 
the creation of agenda for the meetings. In the past two years, the Governor's Office has also provided 
funding for two meetings across the state (with two meetings in Portland/Salem corridor). While this 
support has allowed the EJTF to meet its minimum requirements under public meetings laws and its 
minimum requirement of four meetings annually, the EJTF has struggled to meet the spirit of the statute 
that created it and has limited ability to engage Oregonians across the geographic diversity of the state. 

e. Membership. Senate Bill 420 set EJTF membership at 12, including one member from each of the following 
commissions: 
(1) The Commission on Asian Affairs; 
(2) The Commission on Black Affairs; 
(3) The Commission on Hispanic Affairs; and 
(4) The Commission on Indian Services. 
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